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A F E W . 

ANECDOTES 

AND 

OBSERVATIONS 

REl^ATINCTO 

OLIVER CROMWELL 

A N.D HIS 

F A M I L Y. 



NICOLAUS COMNENUS PAPADOPOLI, in 
his Hiftoria Gymnafii Patavini (Venetiis 1 726,) 
Tom. 2. Lib. 2. cap. 50. pa. 306, 307. fedl. 241. 
fub anno 1658, alferts " That Oliver Cromwell 
*• (the Prote<5tor) was a Member of that Univer- 
" fity in the Year 1618:*' And He refers to a Lift 
of the Englifh Students of that Univerfity, and to 
diverts Coat of Arms painted in the Piazzas of it, 

A 2 for 
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for Proof of what He hay Aid. The fame Writer 
very foon after fpeaks of Him, as having in the 
younger Part of his Life lelTened his fmall Patri- 
mony, by a dilTolute Life and by the Length of the 
Time that He continued abroad upon his Travels j 
Part of which Time, two. Years at leafl- (He fays) 
He fpent in improving himfelf at Padua : And He 
fixes liis Return into England, to that Year wherein 
King James the Firft died, and ]<.ing Charles the 
Firft fucceeded to the Crown j (which was the Year 
1625.) 

Papadopoli's own Words are thcfe " i65?» 

** CCXLI. Oliverius Cromiiel Bntauniae fub nomine 
" tituloque Patroni Tyrannus, haud fcio Dedecoiine 
•* an Gloria; futurui Gymnafio noftro, cujus Ilium 
** Alujimum inficias ire non polTumus, cum ct An- 
♦Apudvia-" glorum Catalogus, qui extat etiamnum *, Ilium 
lionbAtt- " ^"'^ annumeret Confiliariis an. MDCXVIII, idip- 
^iK*. * " fumque Infgnia ambulacris gymnafticis appidta 
" teftentur. Natus eft in WaUia^ obfcuro loco, nec 
" ditibus clarifve Parentibus aut illuftri ikmilia; 
" ^amvis non defint qui Pronepotem Ilium exifti^- 
" mant Thomas .Cantabrigienfis Patricii, qui princeps 
inter Miniftros a cubicab, praecipuos inter Con-i 
iillarios, prade^fque 6cretis, Henricp VIII reg* 
nante, inceftanim nuptianim Aufpex, tandem fee* 
lerum poenas dedtt^ ac cervice gkdio Carnificis 
" caesS probavk pkrunque malU Confiliis malos Auc- 
torum Exitus reipondere. Ut ut iit, OLivBRtos 
'3 natakm 
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V iutalem 'inct(»iiftn*Ador«fcbn8 auxit feicfvk et luxtf 
• f* ac dtttturms Peregrinatimkus^, quarum Partem 
-* Patavio dedit, bimnio faltem bonis i6/V artibus 
addii^us: Wnc in Britanniam regreffus eo anno 
' ' quo, Jacobo mortuoi Ckrolus Rex fu£ft6las eft." 
He then .proceeds — Dudi Cuitabrigise Uxore, 
5* 120^ irr^llente^ ad gerendam reropublicam feolicn 
** ac diffimulanter acceflit &c.** Then He gives his 
Charader; conckiding it with i Doubt whether He 
acknowledged any Deity but his own Tntereflj and 
yet. allows that. He had Virtues mixed with his Im* 
piety asid Vices, and wonderful Endowments of 
Mind. After which, He riins over his public Ac- 
tions and his Exercife of Government, till his Death j 
which He fixes to have happened on the /^b of 
the Ides of September, 1658, at ufwards of Sixty 
Years of Age, 

• lidon't mean to eiJter into any minute Criticifms 
upon this Gentleman's Account. Therefore I will 
not pretend to difcufs " whether Oliver's ambitious 
" Views were or vvere not promoted by the Infti- 
** gation of his JVtfe only obferving in general, 
•* that there feems to be * no fufficient Foundation 
** for fuch a Charge upon Her." Neither will I 
dwell upon the Error in the Day of bis Deaths or 



* '] he Btngraphical Di£lionary exprefsly a/Ieits " d)2t She 
** kid no liiflucuce over him.'* Vol. 3. pa. 547. 

in 
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Jn the J!ge of hii Life: though it Is certain that 
He died on the third Day of September 1 658, aged 
only a few Days more than 59 Tears and 4 Months % 
whereas this Author fays He died fexagenario 
** major, anno a caede Caroli prioii decimo^ mcnfii 
" feptimo, die quarto fuit Iduum Septembris 

an. MDCLVIII.'* (which I underftand to mean 
the tc?!tb of September, the Tdcs of September being 
the i3^J0 I fliall prefently prove " that He was 

born upon the 25th of April 1599:" So that 
lie would have been but Sixty, if He liail fur- 
vivcd till the 25th of April 1659. I lhall alfo 
fliew " that He was born at Huntingdon and 
not in iVaUs (as this Writer exprefsly aiferts*) 

However, all thefe are but fmall Miftakes, which 
a Foreigner might eafiiy fall into. 

But his Grand Error (and which He not only 
aflerts, but even imagines that He has fully proved,) 
concerns no lefs than feven Years of this Great 
Man's early life, and fo eflential a Part of his Edu- 
cation, as muft have been greatly conducive to the 
forming of his Mind 5 and feems quite oppoiice to 
the real Fad. 

So far was Oliver Cromwell, tlie Protedlory 
from having fpent feven Years of his Life (from 
the Age of 19 to 26) in his Travels abroad, and 
in fludying at Padua^ that there is aot the kail 

Shadow 
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Shactow of Reafon to fufpc<St thai He was ever out 
of thcic Kingdoms at allj much leis for fo long 
d Time, aod in that Part of hig Life ; (which, on 
the contrary^ appears to have been ctUefiy fpcnt in 
or near the ycry Parifl^ of his Nadvity.) 

OvR Hiftbtkxa fay He mt oitettd at Sidney 
CoOege ill' Cambridge * on die 23d of April i6i6| 
being then jdft ly Years of Age About two Years 
after, in tkfe Beginning of the Year 16 iS, He re- 
turned Home to his Mother. Soon after this, (at 
^ Time wheii Papadopoli fuppofts Him to kfYo 
beeti ftt out upon his Trafels,) He was (enc up 
to Lincohi's Inn : At which Titnff, He muil have 
been upwards of Nineteen. Here He remained fome 
Time : lit does not appear how long. Bot it ooold 
not be two Years: Por He was'tumcd of Nine- 
teen, when He came thither s and He was married 
bbfiire He wqs Two and Twenty. On his Mar- 
riage, He iettkl at Huaiing^ : And after his Un* 
cte\s Doatby He tvmontd no tether than uKo the 
Ille of £iy. - Thefe Fa6ts aoe 4* agreed hj our £ng> 



* Tbis « true : IJc w.as then a<JaiIttt J FH low-Commoner^ by 
tbc A^[ip<.riutioiJ of ** 01i\ ct us Cioinwui iduntingtonienfis, Fu- 

tore Mufiftftt Riaar(k> {fow^it." But (having 4>een entered a 
Ft How- Commoner) his Name o^oifs «p wha^ :bucinthe 

•t Aiw yet it does not appear (upon 'Search) ■** diatfleever 
** was admitted of Lincoln's Inn though hb non. and Heir ap- 
P^rfnt|JiicJ»rd, was fo, on the 27Ch of May 1647 j (and Mr. 
whn TbudcMr was one of his Securities.) 

li(h 
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Vi(h Writers: It is fufficient to fpecifie two of the 
latcft, the New General Biographical Didionary 
(Edit, 1761.) Vol. 3. pa. 516, 5 r 7,. 518. Title, 
^* Cromwell;" and Mr. Harris's Life. of Oliver 
Cromwell (publifhed in 17.62) pa. 3« to 9. . > 

I propofc to confirm the Improbability, I might 
almoft have faid the Imp^ ility of Oliver's long 
TiaveU during theie particular feven Years, by a 
Proof from the Register of St. John's Paii(h in? 
Huntingdon^ including the fame fpecifie Years; ^ 
Cbp7 of which Regiifter (as far as it relates to the 
Cromwells) 1 have obtained from Huntingdon, by 
the favor of a worthy and curious Gentleman of 
that Place, Mr. Edward Ferrar ; who (by the way) 
obferves that they have no Traces, in that Neigh- 
bourhood> of Oliver's having led a diiTolute Life; : 

This Extract from the Regiftcr of St. John's 
Parifh in Huntinedon, which Mr. Ferrar has been 
fo obligino; as to lend me, includes Six of the Fa- - 
mily, pnor to the Protector Hunlelf ; But I will 
begin with Him, at prefent. 

25th April 1599. Oliverius, filius Roberti Cromwell 
Gen. et Eliz. uxoris ejus, natus 25. April 
1 599. et bapt. 29. 

22d February 1600. Margaret Cromwell, Daughter 
of Robert and Elizabeth, 

2d January; 
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2d January 1602. Ann Cromwell, Daughter of Ro- 
bert and Elizabeth. • * 

19th January 1605. Jane Cromwell, Daughter of 
Robert and Elizabeth. 

I Sth January 1608. Robert Cromwell, Son of Ro- 
bert and Elizabeth. 

4th April 1609. Robert Cromwell buried. 
2d June 1 6 1 r . Joan Cromwell married to Mr. Wil- 
liam Baker. 

2oth June 3617. Margaret Cromwell married to Mr. 
Valentine Walton. 

Thefe that follow are (as I take it) the Protedor's 
•own Cliildren. 

Sth Oaober 1621. Robert Cromwell, Son of Oli- 
ver, Efqj 

.6th February 1622. Oliver Cromwell, Son of Oli- 
ver, Gent. 

5th Auguil 1624. Bridget Cromwell, Daughter of 
Oliver, Efq; 

4th Odlober 1626. Richard Cromwell, Son of Mr. 
Oliver. 

20th January 1627. Henry Cromwell, Son of Oli- 
ver, Efq; 

2d July 1629. Eliz. Cromwell, Daughter of Oli- 
ver, Efq; 

Sth January 1631. James Cromwell, Son of Oliver. 

B 9th Feb- 



9thFcbroary 1636. Muy CromwcU, Daughter q£ 
. Oliver^ Gcnt^ 

Note J The three firft of theic eight were bora* 
iff/ore the Death of King James the firil. 

I flatter. Myfelf, that it now ftands fufficientljr 
proved " That Oliver Cromwell, the%Prote^or, did 
not refide in Italy, but in England, during the laft 
7 Years of the Reign of King James the firft.** 



« 



Papadopoli muft confeqnently be under a grofs- 
Miftake concerning the Idkntitt of the Perfon,, 
at leaft. However his Proofs do fecm to fliew **^that 
" fome Perfon of the fame Name was at Padua at 
" that Time-** 

I was very deiirous to di&over wto Ofim Crom* 
well This was; and to diat End^ I inade Inquiry 
after the Regifter of Bincbin^c^, where Old Sir 
Oliver Cromwdt, the elder Brotlier of 4c nrotec* 
tor's Father, lived : But I am lAfomied ^ that there 
* Itisex* '« is * no Regiffer thcit, 

traparo- 



This Old Sir Oliver fold Has Eibt^. in hisr cmt: 
Lifetime, to the Ancef^or of the now Eurl of Sand- 
wich : And I am tdM that Me kft no ChrUraT. 
In his old Age, He lived at Ramfe; : And Sir Philjp< 
fBiogr. Warwick * vifited Him thcEC, • > • ' 
Dia. Pa. ' ^ Thcw 
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Til ere was an Oliver CromweU Efqutre of Hun- 
t/^giiofty who was a married Man in 1586, and till 
1594: For in the Rcgifter of St. John's Parirti 
in Huntingdon it appears that He had three ChiU 
*^ dren bern tbett within that Space of Timei" vis. 

25th Auguft 1586* Heiuy Cromwell. Son of Oli- 
ver Efq; 

24th May 1589. John Crpmwell> Son of Oliver and 

£Ii2:abeth. 

f5th May 1594. Catharine Cromwell^ Daughter of 
Oliver Efq; 

It does not appear this Oliver CromweU 
Efyttire wa& Re might be Sir Oliver Himfelf (be- 
fore He was made a Knight;) Who might have then 
reiided at * Huntingdon 1 and Who might have had « hi n chin- 
4^eral Children born, and even grown up, though Brooke is 
None of them might live long enough to furvivcMiieof 
Him. Sir Oliver was of a fumcient Age of Life to Hunting- 
be married) and have Children in thofe refpe^tive^^"* 
Years : For his younger Brother, Robert, (the Pro^ 
te£lor's Father) was married and had a Daughter in 
1593. One of his Sons might have been named 
Oliver j and would probably have been of a proper 
Age for fhidying at Padua and making the Tour of 
Italy, between the Years x6i8 and 1625. 

B 2 Though 
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Though it might, in hare Fcffibilit)\ liave hap- 
pened that Sir OHver Himfclf did fo, yet it is vcr^ 
uniikch, both from his Age of Life, (vvliich could 
not then be Icfs tlian fixty or thereabouts,) nnd from 
his being fettled at liinchinbrooke long beiore tliat 
Time ; where He gave King King James the Firfl, 
jjuft after his Acceffion to the'Throne of England, 
the grandeft Entertainment that had been given to 
t King by a Subje(5t. In Reality, it can hardly be 
thought that this Sir Olive?- Ihould be the Pcrfon 
who did not return from his Travels till the Year 
in which King James died and I^iug Charles came 
to the Crown. 

What Other Oliver Cromwell might do fo, remains 
quite in tlie Dark» 

There appear only three other Cromwell?, in m^ 
Extrad: from the beforcmentioncd Regiller, Who 
were horn before the Protestor ; (and they feem to 
have been an elder Jirother and two Sillers of the 
Protedor;) viz, .• * : - 

14th Odober .1593. Elizabeth Cromwell, Daughter 
of Robert and Elizabeth. 

13th Augufl 1595. Henry Cromwell, Son of Ro- 
bert, and Elizabetli. 

7th February 1596. Catharine Cromwell, Daughter 
of Robert and Elizabeth* 

I have 
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I have sdledged One Fa(5t, very nuterial to the 
Point in qooftiony' namely, " That Oliver Cromwell,^ 
" the Protsedlx>r, was married before the Age of 
*• twenty-two Which, it naay be faid, I have not 
iorinally . and diredly proved. But I have ihewn 
" that He had : a Son (* Robert) bom upon the 
" 8th of Odtpber 1621/' Which amounts to a fuf- 
ficient confequential Vvoof " that the Father was a 
** Married Man ' fome confiderable Time before the 
** 25th of the preceding April". And " that He was 
** not two and twen^ //// the 25th of April 1621/* 
is moft clearly maniteft from the Huntingdon Rc- 
giAer, which afcertatm his.Birtb to have been upon 
the 25th o£ April r599u ' ' . 

N. B. This Regifter fett/cs the -f- Dcnht amoneft 
our Hiftorians, " Whether he was born upon the 
% 24th or upon the || 25th of that Month*." ■ 

* 

Inner Temple,. 
24th June 1763. 



* This Robert died in his Infancy: And fo Itkewife did his 

n£xt Brother Olivrr. 

f Sec Biogr. Diet. Vol. 3. pa. 516. 

% According to Mr. Harris, pa. i. 

{ So the Generality of Writers have fai^ 
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p. S. T will ndd, for the Curiofity of fuch as at- 
tend to Heraldry, a Note of the Enfigns Armorial 
painted upon the Efcutciicons ufcd at the Protestor's 
Funeral: viz. Impaled Baron and Femme, Firll^, 
for Himlelf, (^arterly, ift and 4th Argent, a Crofs 
Gules (for England;) 2d Azure, a Saltirc Argent 
(for Scotland;) 3d Azure, a Flarp Or, ftringed Ar- 
gent (for Ireland;) In an Efcutcheon of Pretence, 
Sable, a I. von rampant Argent, (for his paternal 
Coat;) And, Secondly, for his Wife, Sable, 3 Leo- 
pards paflanty in Pale, Or, fpottcd of the ilrft. * The 
Crown over the Efcutcheon was compofed of Croflcs 
Patonce and Leaves, (like that of the Prince of 
Wales;) with an Arch joining crofiways over the 
red Cap of Velvet, but not nOng £0 high as the 
Kegai Crowiu 



* Note : He woulJ not afTume the Arms of Fiaaces being iti 
&ii£t AUiance with that Crown. 
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